Summary of position paper on Environment — Water Quality

Overview of Alignment with the Acquis

Environment

The Environment Protection Act (Cap. 348) conditutes the primary legidation regulating environment
in Mdta A new Act to replace the Envirorment Protection Act will be adopted by Paliament by the
second quater of 2001 This Act together with subsdiary legidation issued under the Act will
implement mogt of the provisons of the environment acquis The new Environment Protection Act will
dso provide for an autonomous authority to be responsble for the implementaion of the environment
acquis

The Devedopment Planning Act (Cep. 356), the Occupationd Hedth and Safety Authority Act (Cap.
424), the Mdta Resources Authority Act (Cap. 423), the Product Safety Act (Act V of 2001), a new
Veterinary Services Act and a new Animd Wedfare Act which will be adopted by Paliament by the
fird quarter of 2001 as well as a new Public Hedth Act which will be adopted by Paliament by the firgt
quarter of 2002, will dso provide the framework legidation to trangpose the respective sections of the
environment acquis.

Mdtas environmentad policy is conditioned by its specific geophyscd and demogrgphic condrants
and the impact which these condrants have on other policies induding infragtructure, indudtry,
agriculture and socid dffars. The overdl land surface area of the Madtese Idands amounts to 316
guare kilometres and its population approximates 388,000. Madtas populaion dendty currently gands
a 1,200 persons per square kilometre which is gpproximatdly eight times the current EU average. This
figure does not teke into account the ariva of over 1.2 million tourigs each year. The problem will
become more acute if the population where to continue to increase. A population projection based on a
high variant scenario would give atota population in excess of 420,000 in 2015.

Given the limited surface area and population dendty of the Mdtee Idands land use is a pressng
environmentd concern. Particular effort has to be made to protect its few naturd resources, its abundant
achaeologicd dtes and the diminishing aea of agriculturd land from the condant pressures of
urbanisation and infragtructurd  development. Mdta's agriculturd sector contributes to a large extent to
the maintenance and enhancement of the country’s fragile ecosystem and rurd landscgpe. In the last 50
years agriculturd land has decreased in totd surface area from 54% to 35%, currently amounting to less
than 11,000 hectares During the same period the built-up area has increased in totd surface area from
7% to 21%, which is gpproximatdly three times the current EU average.

With an expanding population and increesng indudrid and infragtructural needs land use in Mdta is
st to be an even more crucid issue in the future By 2020, it is projected that the current number of
Mdtese households will increese by over 30%. In addition, Mdta has an ageing populaion with the
current economic dependency ratio standing a 1.02 and is projected to rise to 1.18 by the year 2040.
The exploitation of this finite vauable resource has profound environmentd and socio-economic
implications. Consequently, Mdta has little choice but to adopt the necessary safeguards in the interests
of the environment and a better quality of life for present and future generations.

Water Quality



Urban Waste-water: The Sewer Discharge Control Regulaions (LN8/93) provide for the qudity of
wagte-waer entering the public sewerage system from indudrid plants. The Sewer Discharge Control
Regulations establish a permit system for the discharge of indudtrid weste-water into the sewerage
sysem on the bags of limit vaues for a number of parameters. Schedules A and B of these regulaions
ds indude a lig of controlled and prohibited subsances. These regulaions dso provide for the
indudrid  processes liged in Annex 1ll of Directive 91/271/EEC (urban waste-water trestment). The
Mdta Resources Authority Act (Cap. 423) dso provides fa the regulation of the trestment, torage,
disposd, use or reuse, as gppropriate of sewage, waste-water, dudge and sorm waer runoff, the
provison of adequate sysems of public sewerage, the re-use of treated effluent and the proper and fit
disposd of sawage.

Amendments to the Sewer Discharge Control Regulations to fully trangpose Directive 93/481/EEC
(formats for the presentation of nationd progranmes as foreseen by Artide 17 of Directive
91/271/EEC) will be adopted and enter into force by the fourth quarter of 2001.

Pollution caused by Nitrates. Subsdiary legidaion under the new Environment Protection Act
trangposing Directive 91/676/EEC (protection of waes agang pollution caused by nitrates from
agriculturd sources) will be adopted by the fourth quarter of 2001. The action programme required by
the Directive will be completed by the fourth quarter of 2002.

Dangerous Substances in the Aquatic Environment: Madta's legidation on the discharge of dangerous
substances into the aguatic environment is patidly in line with the acquis. The Madta Resources
Authority Act provides for the regulaion of the proper disgposd of wadewater sewage. The Sewer
Discharge Control Regulations regulate the discharge of indudrid effluents into the sewersge system.
Schedules A and B of the reguldions are in line with Ligs | and Il of Directive 76/464/EEC (pollution
caused by certain dangerous substances discharged into the aguatic environment).

Subsdiay legidaion under the new Environmett Protection Act and amendments to the Sewer
Discharge Control Regulaions will be adopted and enter into force by the fourth quarter of 2001 to
trangpose Directive 82/176/EEC (mercury discharges by the chlor-adkdi dectrolyss indudry), Directive
83/513EEC (cadmium discharges), Directive 84/156/EEC (mercury discharges by sectors other than
the chlor-dkdi eectrolyss indudry), Directive 84/491/EEC (discharges of hexachlorocyclohexane),
Directive 86/280 (discharges of certain dangerous substances included in Lig 1 of the Annex to
Directive 76/464/EEC), Directive 88/347/EEC (amending Annex 1l to Directive 86/280/EEC) and
Directive 90/415 (amending Annex |l to Directive 86/280/EEC).

Bathing Water: Subsdiary legidaion under the new Public Hedth Act to fully trangpose Directive
76/160/EEC (bathing water) will be adopted by the second quarter of 2002 and will enter into force by
the fourth quarter of 2002.

Water intended for Human Consumption: Subddiary legidation under the new Public Hedth Act
trangposng Directive 98/83EEC (qudity of water intended for human consumption) will, except for
the requests being made in Section C, be adopted by the sscond quarter of 2002 and will enter into force
by the fourth quarter of 2002.

Surface Water: Subddiay legidaion under the new Environment Protection Act trangposng Directive
75/440/EEC (qudity required of surface water intended for the abdraction of drinking water in the
member daes), Directive 77/795/EEC (exchange of information on the qudity of surface fresh water in



the Community) and Directive 79/869/EEC (measurement and frequencies of sampling and andyss of
surface weter) will be adopted and enter into force by the third quarter of 2001.

Groundwater: Subsdiay legidaion under the Mdta Resources Authority Act trangposing Directive
80/68/EEC (protection of groundwater againg pollution caused by cetan dangerous subgtances) will
be adopted and enter into force by the second quarter of 2002.

Fresh and Shelfish Waters: Subddiay legidaion under the new Environment Protection Act
trangposing Directive 78/659/EEC (qudity of fresh waters needing protection or improvement in order
to support fish life) and Directive 79/923/EEC (qudity required of shdlfish waters) will be adopted and
enter into force by the third quarter of 2001.

Acceptance of the Acquis/ Requests for Special Arrangements

Madta requests a trangtiond period of dx years for the implementation of Directive 91/271/EEC (urban
wage-waer tresiment). This trangtiond period will dlow the completion of the condruction of waste-
water infrastructure for the collection, trestment and disposd of wastewater in Mata Mdta wishes to
request preaccesson assgance for the implementation of the infragtructurd projects which are
required in this regard.

Mdta requests a trangtiond period of dx years for the implementaion of Directive 76/464/EEC
(pollution caused by cetain dangerous substances discharged into the aguetic environment) to dlow
industry to meet the sewage digposal parameters of this Directive.

Mdta requests a trangtiond period of three years for the implementation of Directive 98/83/EEC
(quaity of water intended for human consumption) with regard to the application of Annex | Pat B on
nitrate and fluoride and Pat C on conductivity, chloride, sodium, sulphate and iron to bring these
subgtances in line with the limits required by the Directive.

Capacity to Implement the Acquis
General environment

An autonomous authority will be responsble by the third quarter of 2001 for implementing most of the
environment acquis. This authority will have the licensng and enforcing powers in the arees of waste
management, ar and water qudity, nature protection, indudrid pollution control and risk management,
chemicds and geneticdly and modified organiams Directorates within the authority will be respongble
for habitats and gpecies consarvation, pollution control and abatement, waste management policy and
reguldion as wdl as ingection and enforcement. This authority will dso teke over the current
responghilities of the Environment Protection Department within the Ministry for the Environment.

Other adminidrative bodies respongble for the implementation and enforcement of the environment
acquis incdude the Custams Depatment within the Minisry of Finance, the Civil Protection Depatment
within the Minidgry for Home Affars the Minisry for Agriculture and Fsheries, the Depatment of
Hedth within the Minisry of Hedth, the Dranage Depatment and the Works Divison within the
Minigry for the Environment, the Planning Authority, the Occupationd Hedth and Safety Authority,
the Mata Standards Authority, the Mata Resources Authority and the Mdta Maritime Authority.



The infragtructure necessary to implement the acquis on environment is being enhanced and upgraded.
Mesasures to further strengthen and reinforce the human resource capacities are dso underway.

Water Quality

Urban Waste-water: The Drainege Depatment within the Minigry for the Environment is responsble
for the interconnectivity of dl land-based, urban and indudrid sources and agglomerations to the
collecting system for waste-waes. The Depatment is aso responshble for ensuring the proper disposa
of indudrid waste and the efficient functioning of trestment plants. The Mdta Resources Authority is
responsible for securing and regulating the conservation of water as aresource.

A Sewerage Magtler Plan has been drawn up in line with the provisons of Directive 91/271/EEC (urban
wagte-water treetment) and is currently being implemented.

The adminidrative capecity of the Drainage Depatment is being strengthened by the recruitment of
additiond scientific and technica personnd by the fourth quarter of 2002.

Pollution caused by Nitrates: The Depatment of Agriculture within the Minisry for Agriculture and
Fsheries will be responsble for implementing the acquis in this aea. The dtructures and procedures
required by Directive 91/676/EEC (protection of waters agangt pollution caused by nitrates from
agricultura sources) will be in place by the fourth quarter of 2002.

Dangerous Substances in the Aquatic Environment: The Environment Protection Department within the
Minigry for the Environment will be regponsble for implementing the acquis in this area An
authorisation system on the discharge of treetment plants and other land-based sources will be sat up by
the second quarter of 2002. The Department will dso be respongble for drafting guiddines on the
discharge of treated effluentsinto the marine environment.

Bathing Water: The Environment Hedth Branch within the Depatment of Public Hedth of the
Minigry of Hedth and the Environment Protection Department possess the adminidrative infrastructure
and human resources necessary for the effective implementation and enforcement of the acquis in this
fiddd. The Environment Hedth Branch is responsble for becteriologicd and vird parameters whilgt the
Environment  Protection Department is respongble for monitoring physcochemicd parameters.  Both
Departments will be responsible for controlling the qudity of bathing weter.

Water for Human Consumption: The Hedth Divison within the Minisry of Hedth will be responsble
for implementing the acquis in this area The Divison and the Water Services Corporation cary out
regular monitoring of drinking weter.

The human resources capecity of the Environment Hedth Branch will be drengthened by the
recruitment of additiona personnd by the second quarter of 2002

Surface Water: The Envirooment Protection Depatment will be responsble for implementing the
acquisinthisarea

Groundwater: The Madta Resources Authority is responsble for implementing the acquis in this area
The Authority will establish a monitoring programme by the fourth quarter of 2001 to ensure qudity
groundwater. It will aso secure and regulate the conservation of water as a resource.

Fresh and Shelfish Waters: The Environment Protection Depatment will be respongble for
implementing theacquisin this area



Trangposition plan

EU Directive Enabling Law Adoption Entry into
Force
Water Quality
91/271: Urban waste-water Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" 2008 (4"
treatment Discharge Control Regulations quarter) quarter)
(LN8/93) under the
Environment Protection Act
93/481: Formats for the Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" 2001 (4"
presentation of nationd Discharge Control Regulations quarter) qQuarter)
programmes as foreseen by (LN8/93) under the
Article 17 of Directive Environment Protection Act
91/271/EEC
91/676: Protection of waters Subsidiary legidation under the 2001 (4" 2002 (4"
agang pollution caused by new Environment Protection quarter) quarter)
nitrates from agricultura Act
sources
76/464: Pollution caused by Subsdiary legidation under the 2001 (4" 2008 (4"
certain dangerous substances new Environment Protection quarter) quarter)
discharged into the aguetic Act
environment of the
Community
82/176: Mercury discharges Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" 2001 (4"
by the chlor-akdli Discharge Control Regulations quarter) quarter)
dectrolysisindustry (LN8/93) and subsidiary
legidation under the new
Environment Protection Act
83/513: Cadmium discharges Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" quarter) | 2001 (4"
Discharge Control Regulations quarter)
(LN8/93) and subsidiary
legidation under the new
Environment Protection Act
84/156: Mercury discharges Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" quarter) | 2001 (4"
by sectors other then the Discharge Control Regulations quarter)
chlor-dkdi dectrolyss (LN8/93) and subsdiary
industry legidation under the new
Environment Protection Act
84/491: Discharges of Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" quarter) | 2001 (4"
hexachlorocyclohexane Discharge Control Regulations quarter)
(LN8/93) and subsidiary
legidation under the new
Environment Protection Act
88/347: Amending Annex || Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" quarter) | 2001 (4"
to Directive 86/280/EEC Discharge Control Regulations quarter)
(LN8/93) and subsidiary
legidation under the new
Environment Protection Act




86/280: Discharges of cartan | Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" quarter) | 2001 (4"
dangerous substances Discharge Control Regulations quarter)
induded in Ligt | of the (LN8/93) and subgdiary
Annex to Directive legidation under the new
76/464/EEC Environment Protection Act
90/415: Amending Annex || Amendments to the Sewer 2001 (4" quarter) | 2001 (4"
to Directive 86/280/EEC Discharge Contral Regulations quarter)

(LN8/93) and subsdiary

legidation under the new

Environment Protection Act
76/160: Qudity of bathing Subgdiary legidaion under the 2002 (2¢ 2002 (4"
water Public Hedlth Act Quarter) quarter)
98/83: Qudity of water Subsdiary legidation under the 2002 (2° 2002 (4"
intended for human Public Hedth Act quarter) quarter)
consumption (repedling except
Directive 80/778/EEC by 25 for the
December 2003) requests

being
medein
Section
C

75/440: Quadity required of Subsidiary legidation under the 2001(3% quarter) | 2001 (3¢
surface water new Environment Protection Act quarter)
77/795; Exchange of Subsidiary legidation under the 2001 (3% quarter) | 2001 (3°
information on the quality of new Environment Protection Act quarter)
surface fresh water
79/869: Messurement and Subsidiary legidation under the 2001(3¢ quarter) | 2001 (3¢
frequencies of sampling and new Environment Protection Act quarter)
andysis of surface water
intended for the abgtraction
of drinking water
78/659: Qudlity of fresh Subgdiary legidaion under the 2001 (3¢ quarter) | 2001 (3¢
waters new Environment Protection Act quarter)
80/68: Protection of Subsdiary legidation under the 2002 (2° 2002 (2°
groundweter againgt Malta Resources Authority Act quarter) quarter)
pollution caused by certain
dangerous substances
79/923: Qudity required of Subsidiary legidation under the 2001 (3° quarter) | 2001 (3°
shdllfish waters new Environment Protection Act quarter)

Nature Protection




